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Stars of Success: Understanding How Children with Down Syndrome Learn is the only text available

offering regular classroom and special educators, as well as parents, a succinct identification and

discussion of the specific learning needs characteristic of children with Down syndrome and other

intellectual disabilities. Approved by the NDSS, the text provides proven and effective instructional

techniques for parents and professionals. An understanding of the child's mental processing ability

and appropriate instructional design is an imperative prerequisite to the most successful

presentation of academic materials. Stars of Success
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Many of the parents and educators we work with wish they had a road map to help them along their

journey to understanding Down syndrome. This book offers route markers and ways to avoid

detours in the educational process. Stars of Success is a must have for anyone who touches the life

of someone with Down syndrome. --Amy Allison, executive Director, Down Syndrome Guild of

Greater Kansas CityStars of Success

Susan J. Peoples, loving wife of Stephen J. Peoples, is the very proud mother of four children. Her

youngest son, Michael, was born with Down syndrome in 1991. Mrs. Peoples' three other children

Katie, Betsy, and Thomas, are currently attending college and graduate schools. One day while

driving Betsy, then twelve inquired, "Mom if you could take Michael's Down syndrome away would

you do it?" Without hesitation Mrs. Peoples replied, "No! Down syndrome is what makes Michael the



neat, little boy he is. I would take away the hardships, but never the Down syndrome." As an

educator for over 30 years (B.S. in elementary education and graduate studies), research clinician,

author and parent of a child with Down syndrome, Ms. Peoples has spent the past thirteen years

exploring, evaluating, and designing curricular materials and methods to improve the educational

experience of children with Down syndrome and other intellectual disabilities. Mrs. Peoples currently

is the only author of curricular materials designed exclusively to meet those needs. Mrs. Peoples

has been a featured speaker at numerous schools and conferences, including the Down Syndrome

Association of Greater St. Louis 2009; the Down Syndrome Guild of Greater Kansas City 2008

conference; Conferences in North and Central Minnesota sponsored by the Down Syndrome

Association of Minnesota 2008; the 2008 Arc of Minnesota State Conference; the National Down

Syndrome Congress (NDSC) 2007 Annual Conference; the 2006 UPS for Down Syndrome Chicago

Conference; the 2006 Manitoba Down Syndrome Society (Winnipeg, Canada) Conference; the

Phoenix 2005 Down Syndrome Network Conference; the 2005 NDSS Nebraska Conference.Ms.

Peoples has also created several reading series, spelling, phonetic and handwriting programs

designed to improve the inclusion of children with Down syndrome and other intellectual disabilities

in the educational setting. She continues to provide workshops and is currently writing her next

book.

This book is a mixture of basic advice and tools along with some academic information designed to

help teachers instruct a Down Syndrome child most effectively. There are statements in it that will

give you insight into Down Syndrome children and adults and how they think and what they

perceive and what they go through.There is a good simple section on the physical characteristics of

a DS child which consolidates a lot of what is written out there. The author talks about teaching a

DS child around these physical limitations and it all makes sense. The subtitle for this book is

"Understandng how children with Down Syndrome learn."This is an older book, but it is filled with

good ideas for both a teacher and a parent who wants to maximize their efforts in teaching a DS

child. It includes a bibliography and some websites that have tools. One of them Woodbine House is

a publishing house for books that deal with disabilities and they have a nice selection for DS as well

as other disabilities.

LOVE LOVE this book. We give it to our aide and teacher each year!

nice



I have worked with a child with Down Syndrome for 6 years and didn't realize alot of what I thought

were his little quirks were actually very characteristic of children with Downs Syndrome. I have

learned alot since I started reading this book. I would recommend it to anyone that will or is working

with Down Sydrome students.
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